The Pattern of Faith Promise

IV: The In Their Example
What motivated the Macedonian churches to give? Verse 5 tells
us it was the will of God. And the result of their heart for giving
to God’s plan for evangelizing the world was God’s grace upon
them. Notice ...

A. they first gave of
Giving to missions is not about money because God will fund His
plan with or without our involvement. God doesn’t seek our
money but rather our heart to see souls saved and churches
planted.

B. they gave according to the of

John 3:16 tells us that God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son. The will of God is that the world hears this
message through the means, methods, and manpower of the
local church.

This Biblical example is exactly how thousands of fundamental,
independent Baptist Churches have been started. People in oth-
er churches had a heart to give towards missions and God used
it to scatter the seed of the Gospel around the world.

“For where your treasure is there will your heart be also” Matt.
6:21

Where does your treasure lie? Commit to being in the confer-
ence, being teachable and sensitive to the Holy Spirit, and to
submitting to His level of involvement for you.
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God has mandated and given the personal responsibility
to every Christian to be a witness unto Him from our local
community to the uttermost part of the earth. Yet, how is
this accomplished? Are we all called to be missionaries to
a far away land? Even if that were the case, we would still
have the same problem of physically attempting to go to
every people and nation on earth. So how do we keep a
mandate that is physically impossible to keep?

In Il Corinthians 8 and 9, we find God’s plan to evangelize
the world. It is a plan that involves Christians following
the pattern He has given to us through the example of
the Macedonian churches.




The Pattern of Faith Promise

I: Their Giving was
There were two problems that plagued the Macedonian
church’s involvement in giving to missions (v2)

A.
The Macedonians were familiar with persecution yet they didn’t
allow it to stop them from participating in God’s plan to evange-
lize the world

B. Their
To put it bluntly, the Macedonians didn’t have much of anything
to give. It would have been easy to use this as an excuse not to
participate.

Their involvement in giving to missions was precious because it
came in spite their affliction and poverty. Their heart was the
same as God’s heart.

Il: Set a for Faith Promise Giving
There are four ways to give. Obedience (the tithe), abundance,
sacrifice, and by faith. Of these four, three apply to Faith Prom-
ise giving and two of the three are found in v3.

A. they
They gave “to their power”. In other words, they had the ability
to give but their giving was limited.

B. they by
We are then told they gave “beyond their power”.

The Pattern of Faith Promise

First they gave what they had but then they desired to give
more and prayed and trusted that God would allow them to
give more. Not every one can give out of abundance or even
sacrificially but anyone and everyone can give by faith. In fact,
giving by faith is the easiest yet most difficult way to give. Its
easy because it costs the giver nothing but it is difficult be-
cause our reliance is 100% on God. God will never command
or commission us to do something that He does not empower
and provide us with the means to do it.

lll: Their Giving Had a PURPOSE
Their giving was for use outside of their own church body and
was given to Paul and others in Jerusalem as support for their
mission’s work.

A. their giving was
It was given to help others and there was no expectation of
ever receiving any money back.

B. their giving was for
Paul’s sending church was the Church at Jerusalem and Paul’s
missionary work was supported by those in Philippi. Through
their support Paul planted many churches including the
Church at Thessalonica who then also supported Paul.

All money promised to our Faith Promise program is benevo-
lent and used exclusively for missions ... which includes soul-
winning ministries, missionaries and church planting.




